St Innocent Orthodox Church
The Church St Innocent of Irkutsk is a parish of the Diocese of the West,
The Orthodox Church in America (OCA)

5657 Lindley Ave. Tarzana, CA 91356. Church Office: (818) 881 - 1123
stinnocenttarzana.org Fr. Yousuf Rassam
November 2", 2025 Today’s commemorated feasts and saints:
23 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 6. Holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew (60 A.D.). St.
Fulvian, Prince of Ethiopia, in Baptism Matthew (1st c.).

SCHEDULE ALL SERVICES LIVE STREAMED.
Matins Gospel: Matthew 28: 16 - 20 (1° Matins Gospel)
This Week’s Epistle: Ephesians 2:4-10 Gospel: Luke 10:25-37

(St Matthew) 1 Corinthians 4:9-16 Matthew 9:9-13

Reader: Matthew

Today 9:30 am Liturgy.

Thursday 6:30 pm Vigil, Entry of the Theotokos

Friday 9:00 am Liturgy, Entry of the Theotokos

Saturday 5:30 pm Vigil

Sunday 9:30 am Liturgy & Procession St Innocent of Irkutsk
Next Week’s Epistle: Ephesians 2:14-22 Gospel: Luke 12:16-21

(St Innocent) Hebrews 7: 26 - 8: 2 John 10:9 -16

Reader: James

Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday, 10:30 am - 12:00 noon. Confessions: After Saturday Vespers and by
appointment.
Receiving Holy Communion: We should draw near to our Lord and God and Savior, Jesus Christ, and receive
Holy Communion often. Orthodox Christians, who have prepared themselves through prayer and fasting, and
are at peace with all men, and have attended the Divine Liturgy from the beginning, (or, at the very least, have
not missed the Gospel), and have made a recent Confession, should draw near.
Others should diligently seek to be properly disposed and prepared as soon as possible.

Troparion, Resurrection - Tone 6
The angelic powers were at Thy tomb; / the guards became as dead men. / Mary
stood by Thy grave, / seeking Thy most pure body. / Thou didst capture hell, not
being tempted by it. / Thou didst come to the Virgin, granting life. // O Lord who
didst rise from the dead: glory to Thee!

Troparion, Holy Apostle Matthew, Tone 3
O Holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew, / entreat the merciful God // to grant our
souls forgiveness of transgressions!

Another Troparion, St Matthew - Tone 3
With zeal didst thou follow Christ the Master, / Who, in His goodness, appeared on
earth to mankind. / Summoning thee from the customs house, / He revealed thee as
a chosen apostle: / the proclaimer of the Gospel to the whole world. / Therefore,
divinely eloquent Matthew, / we honor thy precious memory. // Entreat the
merciful God that He may grant our souls remission of transgressions!



Announcements:

Our Bulletins ($60.00) Alla Slobodskaya
Izolda (Zoya) & Vladimir Sogokon

Our Altar Wine ($40.00) Gabriela Bronca & family good health & help in our needs.
Our Altar Candles ($40.00) Gabriela Bronca & family good health & help in our needs.
Our Altar Incense ($20.00) Gabriela Bronca & family good health & help in our needs.
Vigil - Golgotha I ($7.00 /wk) Stere & Maria Caratas

Vigil - Golgotha II ($7.00 /wk) Stere & Maria Caratas

Vigil - Prothesis ($7.00 /wk) Stere & Maria Caratds

- Bronca: Gabriela, Robert, & Carmen Iuliana. Good health, & help in need. Repose: Tasie.
- Sogokon: for the health of Zoya, Vladimir, Irina, Anastasia, Vladimir, Vladimir.

Nativity Fast began yesterday, Saturday, November 15. Prepare well for Thanksgiving and the Nativity of
Christ! The Nativity Fast continues through December 24™. Thanksgiving may be observed.

Feast of the Entry of the Theotokos, Thursday. Vigil, Thursday Evening at 6:30 pm, Liturgy Friday, 9:00
am. Fish, wine, & oil are allowed for the feast.

Our Parish Feast of St Innocent of Irkutsk, will be observed with Liturgy with procession next weekend.
(tranferred from Wednesday, Nov 26.) Bishop Vasily will be with us, making his first visit.

Adult Education will NOT take place on Wednesday, instead come to festal Vigil on Thursday. No
Moleben.

Holiday Gift Cards: please donate gift cards for groceries, which can be given to the needy for the
holidays.

2025 Wall Calendars are here at the Candle stand. Requested donation this year, now half off $5.00.

The absent rows of Pews are being polished/refurbished.

Lectionary. The Church Lectionary is reading Ephesians and Luke.

Coffee Hour, This Week: Darka Next Week: Feast day

USEFUL INFORMATION

Donations We now have a Tithe.ly page to make donating to the parish easy. Just click this link:
https:/ /tithe.ly / give?c=1324837. Thank you and God bless!

Streamed serices can be viewed at our website https:/ /stinnocenttarzana.org/livestream or
https:/ /stinnocenttarzana.org/facebook, the streamed services are also uploaded here

https:/ /www.voutube.com/channel/UCEhqUqgT15kDekOrPPERcy5g.

The daily readings and saints may be found here: https://stinnocenttarzana.org/dailyreadings.

Kontakion, Resurrection - Tone 6
When Christ God, the Giver of Life, / raised all of the dead from the valleys of misery
with His mighty hand, / He bestowed resurrection on the human race. // He is the
Savior of all, the Resurrection, the Life, and the God of all.

Kontakion, St Matthew - Tone 4
Casting aside the bonds of the customs house for the yoke of justice, / Thou wast
revealed as an excellent merchant, rich in wisdom from on high. / Thou didst
proclaim the word of truth / rousing the souls of the slothful // by writing of the
hour of Judgment.
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https://stinnocenttarzana.org/dailyreadings
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Apostle and Evangelist Matthew

Commemorated on November 16

The Holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew, was also named Levi (Mark 2:14; Luke
5:27); he was one of the Twelve Apostles (Mark 3:18; Luke 6:45; Acts 1:13), and was
brother of the Apostle James Alphaeus (Mark 2:14). He was a publican, or tax-collector
for Rome, in a time when the Jews were under the rule of the Roman Empire. He lived
in the Galilean city of Capernaum. When Matthew heard the voice of Jesus Christ:
“Come, follow Me” (Mt. 9:9), he left
everything and followed the Savior. Christ
and His disciples did not refuse Matthew’s
invitation and they visited his house, where
they shared table with the publican’s friends
and acquaintances. Like the host, they were
also publicans and known sinners. This event
disturbed the pharisees and scribes a great
deal.

Publicans who collected taxes from their
countrymen did this with great profit for
themselves. Usually greedy and cruel people,
the Jews considered them pernicious
betrayers of their country and religion. The
word “publican” for the Jews had the
connotation of “public sinner” and “idol-
worshipper.” To even speak with a tax-
collector was considered a sin, and to
associate with one was defilement. But the
Jewish teachers were not able to comprehend that the Lord had “come to call not the
righteous, but sinners to repentance” (Mt. 9:13).

Matthew, acknowledging his sinfulness, repaid fourfold anyone he had cheated,
and he distributed his remaining possessions to the poor, and he followed after Christ
with the other apostles. Saint Matthew was attentive to the instructions of the Divine
Teacher, he beheld His innumerable miracles, he went together with the Twelve
Apostles preaching to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Mt. 10:6). He was a
witness to the suffering, death, and Resurrection of the Savior, and of His glorious
Ascension into Heaven.

Having received the grace of the Holy Spirit, which descended upon the Apostles
on the day of Pentecost, Saint Matthew preached in Palestine for several years. At the
request of the Jewish converts at Jerusalem, the holy Apostle Matthew wrote his
Gospel describing the earthly life of the Savior, before leaving to preach the Gospel in
faraway lands.



In the order of the books of the New Testament, the Gospel of Matthew comes first.
Palestine is said to be the place where the Gospel was written. Saint Matthew wrote in
Aramaic, and then it was translated into Greek. The Aramaic text has not survived,
but many of the linguistic and cultural-historical peculiarities of the Greek translation
give indications of it.

The Apostle Matthew preached among people who were awaiting the Messiah. His
Gospel manifests itself as a vivid proof that Jesus Christ is the Messiah foretold by the
prophets, and that there would not be another (Mt. 11:3).

The preaching and deeds of the Savior are presented by the evangelist in three
divisions, constituting three aspects of the service of the Messiah: as Prophet and Law-
Giver (Ch. 5-7), Lord over the world both visible and invisible (Ch. 8-25), and finally
as High Priest offered as Sacrifice for the sins of all mankind (Ch. 26-27).

The theological content of the Gospel, besides the Christological themes, includes
also the teaching about the Kingdom of God and about the Church, which the Lord
sets forth in parables about the inner preparation for entering into the Kingdom (Ch.
5-7), about the worthiness of servers of the Church in the world (Ch. 10-11), about the
signs of the Kingdom and its growth in the souls of mankind (Ch. 13), about the
humility and simplicity of the inheritors of the Kingdom (Mt. 18:1-35; 19 13-30; 20:1-16;
25-27; 23:1-28), and about the eschatological revelations of the Kingdom in the Second
Coming of Christ within the daily spiritual life of the Church (Ch. 24-25).

The Kingdom of Heaven and the Church are closely interconnected in the spiritual
experience of Christianity: the Church is the historical embodiment of the Kingdom of
Heaven in the world, and the Kingdom of Heaven is the Church of Christ in its
eschatological perfection (Mt. 16:18-19; 28:18-20).

The holy Apostle brought the Gospel of Christ to Syria, Media, Persia, Parthia, and
tinishing his preaching in Ethiopia with a martyr’s death. This land was inhabited by
tribes of cannibals with primitive customs and beliefs. The holy Apostle Matthew
converted some of the idol-worshippers to faith in Christ. He founded the Church and
built a temple in the city of Mirmena, establishing there his companion Platon as
bishop.

When the holy apostle was fervently entreating God for the conversion of the
Ethiopians the Lord Himself appeared to him in the form of a youth. He gave him a
staff, and commanded him to plant it at the doors of the church. The Lord said that a
tree would grow from this staff and it would bear fruit, and from its roots would flow
a stream of water. When the Ethiopians washed themselves in the water and ate the
fruit, they lost their wild ways and became gentle and good.

When the holy apostle carried the staff towards the church, he was met by the wife
and son of the ruler of the land, Fulvian, who were afflicted by unclean spirits. In the
Name of Christ the holy apostle healed them. This miracle converted a number of the
pagans to the Lord. But the ruler did not want his subjects to become Christians and



cease worshiping the pagan gods. He accused the apostle of sorcery and gave orders
to execute him.

They put Saint Matthew head downwards, piled up brushwood and ignited it.
When the fire flared up, everyone then saw that the fire did not harm Saint Matthew.
Then Fulvian gave orders to add more wood to the fire, and frenzied with boldness,
he commanded to set up twelve idols around the fire. But the flames melted the idols
and flared up toward Fulvian. The frightened Ethiopian turned to the saint with an
entreaty for mercy, and by the prayer of the martyr the flame went out. The body of
the holy apostle remained unharmed, and he departed to the Lord.

The ruler Fulvian deeply repented of his deed, but still he had doubts. By his
command, they put the body of Saint Matthew into an iron coffin and threw it into the
sea. In doing this Fulvian said that if the God of Matthew would preserve the body of
the apostle in the water as He preserved him in the fire, then this would be proper
reason to worship this One True God.

That night the Apostle Matthew appeared to Bishop Platon in a dream, and
commanded him to go with clergy to the shore of the sea and to find his body there.
The righteous Fulvian and his retinue went with the bishop to the shore of the sea. The
coffin carried by the waves was taken to the church built by the apostle. Then Fulvian
begged forgiveness of the holy Apostle Matthew, after which Bishop Platon baptized
him, giving him the name Matthew in obedience to a command of God.

Soon Saint Fulvian-Matthew abdicated his rule and became a presbyter. Upon the
death of Bishop Platon, the Apostle Matthew appeared to him and exhorted him to
head the Ethiopian Church. Having become a bishop, Saint Fulvian-Matthew toiled at
preaching the Word of God, continuing the work of his heavenly patron.



Of our charity, remember in your prayers:

Special Intentions:

Christians of Syria, Egypt; Met. Paul, Abp. John, in captivity.
Natalya & Alla in Donetsk

November 9%, 2025

sister Oksana McGovern & family

Metropolitan Onuphry of Kiev, the brotherhoods of the Kiev Caves Lavra, the Pochayiv Lavra, & Svyatohirsk Lavra.

Sophia Fortas

The Sick and those in need of health:
Archbishop Benjamin,

St Symeon Mission

Archpriests Paul Waisanen, George Gray, Michael Regan, Andrew Jacobs; John Armstrong, Matthew Tate; James Jorgensen.

Abbess Victoria; Abbess Susanna;

Matushki Alexandra Safchuk, Elizabeth Powell, Clara Mancantelli, Maria Vallens, Jean Moore;

Robert David Peterson, Marios Perez, Barbara Anderson, Monika Cleenewerck, Marea Kuolt. OCA-DOW
Manya Prybyla, Gregory Theophan Hoffberg; Virginia, Levon; Edmund Roschak, Darka Raicevich; Karen Olds; Alla Miller,

Mike Shinkarik, Andrew Sturmer; Bridget Merridy Strand, Assia Alexander, Scott T. Karen T., Dmitri G., Kyra; Linda Phillips;

Ed Salm; Raphael; Magdalena Elizabeth; Ludmilla, Anna, George Arglen, Mircea, Gayle Anne; Lana. Our Parish

Jelica, Zharko, Milanka

Lea Ann (Leah) Bochnak

Gary Andrew Hart

Pia

Vladimir

Victoria Wilson

Laura, Eladia; Lydia

Marie; Archpriest Jonathan Proctor (Holy Trinity, St. Paul, MN) (cancer).
Mildred Sturmer, Susan

Margaret Banescu, Vona Leslee Christie, Hope Peacock; Wendell & Linda; and family.

Euphemia Marie Cox

George. Mihai

Mary, George Laurentiu, cancer treatment.

Barbara, Steve

Angela Apostal, Constantine Apostol

Yekaterina

Hieromonk Ambrose (Young), Amy Juried. Archriest Michael Carney,
Matushka Sophia Haloulakos

Christina Dudchenko, Den. Sergius Miller, Kevin, Cecilia Gonzalez-Andrieu.

Darka, Ilija & Jovanna
Laura Bochnak

sister Julia Azrael

Anya

+Bernie Wilson

Manya Prybyla

Thaddeus Wojcik

Sturmer family

Banescu family

John Ambrose Cox

Maria Caratas

Florentina

Scott & the Thompson family
Constantine Apostol

Lydia
Fr. Yousuf

Protodeacon George Haloulakos
Archpriest Nicholas Denysenko & family

Michael Rogozik

Yulia.

Lya, Marie, Yvonne Gay Butu
Timofey Dilaria
Kristina DeBree Kevin Patrick DeBree
Reader John, Catherine, Dianna Bowen. Danks family
Walter Irina
Larry & Emma Abbe Kulhanek
Anna Elena
Pear] Ruggiero. Sheena Wickens, Veronica Clarkson, Anna Cruz, Anna Rossiter; Ward; Griselda Leon; Allan Elmaleh. Diane Rhodes

Marquelle Anderson. Bruce Anderson.
Larry McHargue; Laura; Robert; Kenny; Bill & Sara Love

Those Serving in the Armed Forces
Peter, Elijah Hoffberg, Ronnie (Barnabas) Austin, Shae, lan & Henry.

For the Health and Salvation of the servants of God:

Subdeacon Polycarp Anderson & family
Anne McHargue Witz & family

Catechumens: Dalen, Kelly, & Jamie, & Timothy Muster; Emma; Paulina; Louis; Zachary; Jacquiline; Garreth, Hannah, Monte, James

Antonio, Cassandra, Vivienne, Josephine; Matthew; Herbert, Eric, Nicholas, Habib.

Orion, Kristina

Nikolina, Dimitrije

Zlata Okunev, Artemi & Erica

Charlotte, parents Jonathan & Michaela Durham

Igor & Luda
Jovanna & Ilja

Vitaly, Lyubov, Ella, Karen, Oksana, Valentina, Irina, Sofiya, Vladimir, Olga, Natalya, Tatyana, Irina, Elena, Evgeny. Tikhvin icon donors

Alla, Dmitriy Jr., Dmitriy, Igor, Elena, Juliya, Tamara, Fredi.

Elena, Marisa, Dimitrios (Jimmy), Nicholas, Alexander, Dimitrios, Dionisius.
Elijah, parents Aika & Dmitri Goudkov

Rowan. Galina.

Christopher, John, Lauren, Ekaterina.

Catalina, Sofia, Florentina, Doina.

Sherri, Nathanael, & Christopher, Amelia Marie.

Alla Slobdoskaya
+ Lola Macrina

Yelena, Anna, Wolfgang
+ Margarita Maximova
Calugaru family



Of our charity, remember in your prayers:

For the repose of the souls of the departed servants of God:

Newly departed Boris Dyatlov, +Nov 6, 25

Newly departed Antoine Touma Khammar, +Nov 9, 25.
Newly departed Tatiana

Newly departed Valeriy, +Nov 1, 25.

Newly departed Stephen, +Oct 30, 25.

Newly departed Judith, + Oct. 29, 25.

Newly departed Yuri Koban, +Oct 23, 25.

Newly departed Lyudmilla Malakhova, +Oct 26, 25.
Newly departed Leonid

Newly departed Leontina Himber.

Newly departed Margarita

Newly departed Frank Grubers

Newly departed Stanislau

Newly departed Ekaterina Khanina.

Newly departed Alla Borovaya + Sep 26, 25

Newly Departed Archimandrite Vasileios Gontikakis, + Sep 17, 2025.

Mitred Archriest Sergei Glagolev, +Sep 1, 2021, Matushka Gerry (Evgenia) Glagolev. +May 23, 2022.
Archpriest Nicolas Boldireff, +May 22, 2024.; Matushka Anisia Boldireff +Sep 1, 2021
+Nov 16: Priest Basil Suhan, 1930; Mitred Archpriest George Seniavsky, 1968; Priest Feodor (Frank) Timpko, 2015.

Matushka Tresja Denysenko

Edward Pogyor

Subdeacon Patrick Bernard Wilson

Germogen & Olga Stephanenko

Matushka Priscilla Shipley +Sep 10, 2023
Valentina

Cor Brevet Delabruinene

Rodney Lake + May 20, 2021.

Paul Prybyla. +Jan, 10, 2021

Nicholas Vasiliev Davidovich, +October 12, 2022
Barbara Johnson

Stanislava

Hormuzd (Emmanuel) Rassam, + Dec 21, 2022.
Nun Seraphima (Anna Kremenetskaya)

Nun Nonna (Verna Harrison)

Igor

Lola Macrina

Edward Michael & Joan Sutyak

Leon & Claudine Snyder

Dmitri

David

Deacon Hennok Soot, Matushka Mariamna Soot,

November 9%, 2025
Yulia Kostenko
Thomas Khammar

Yelena
Diane Rhodes

Igor, Kristina, Orion & family
Eric, Luke, Vaughan; Paula & Dan & family
daughter Jill loanna Wallerstedt & family

Elena Bushmareva

Elena

Iviron Monastery

Christia, Marina, John & family
Nathalie, Tamara, Marina, Michael & family
OCA
Archpriest Nicholas & Sofia Denysenko & family
Eleanor Pogyor & family

Diane, Victoria, Nicholas, & Stephen Wilson & family
Larissa, Tatiana

Fr Ian Shipley & family, DoW

Irina Jackson

Natalya Slusar Nosa & family

son-in-law & daughter Thaddeus & Jacqui Wojcik
Manya & family

daughter Nancy Smollen

daughter Milena; family

wife Kaye Rassam, son Fr Yousuf Rassam, daughter Najma Fowner & family
Konstantin, Taissia, Vladmir, Joann Kremenetsky

Tamara, Christina, Michael, Anne & family

daughters Laura & Carol, & family

Boris

Mitred Archpriest Ian & Matka. Nina MacKinnon, DOW
DoW, Fr Stephen Soot family, Mark & Olga Soot family

Evdokiya, Anatoliy, Domnikiy, Semen, Feodosiy, Ella, Grigoriy, Nadejda, Konstantin, Svetlana,

Valentina, Anna, infant Anatoliy, Olga, Anna, Peter.
Anne Lewandowski
Marina, Alexandra, Petr, Boris, Tatiana.

Alla Slobdoskaya
+ Raissa Dulian
+Margarita Maximova

Hieromonk Vonifaty, Schemanun Savva, Priest Anatoly + Sep 9, 22; Monk Aristokliy June 1, 22; Andrei Vasilenko, April, 23; Archpriest Nikolay
Palahnyuk, June 13, 23; John Markevich, Oct, 23; Viktor Kotlishyn, Oct 19 23;

Rebecca Svetlana (Photini) Gushard
Basil Rosiczka

son Wade Aiden Greer, Fr Yousuf



